Independent Work of Doctoral Students (IWS)
Course: Methodology of Modern Political Research
Program: PhD in Political Science (1st year)

General Requirements for All IWS
· All assignments must be submitted before the deadline (Friday, 23:00).
· Each written assignment must include:
1. Introduction
2. Main Body
3. Conclusion
4. References (minimum 3–4 academic sources)
· Formatting requirements:
. Font: Times New Roman / KZ Times New Roman
. Font size: 12 pt
. Line spacing: single
. Paragraph indentation: 1 cm
. Page orientation: portrait
· Text originality: minimum 75%.
· Late submissions or assignments with a high level of plagiarism will not be graded.

IWS 1. Methodological Evaluation of the Master’s Thesis
Objective:
To develop the ability to critically assess previous research using methodological tools.
Task Description:
Evaluate your Master’s thesis from a methodological perspective using the approaches and methods studied in the course.
Instructions:
1. Briefly describe the research problem and objectives of your Master’s thesis.
2. Identify the research methodology used (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed).
3. Analyze:
· research design;
· data collection methods;
· data analysis techniques.
4. Identify strengths and weaknesses of the methodological choices.
5. Propose methodological improvements from a PhD-level perspective.
Expected Output:
Analytical essay (1,500–2,000 words)

IWS 2. Beginning the Research Process
Topic: Identifying a Research Topic, Developing Research Questions, and Reviewing Literature
Objective:
To form the foundation of doctoral research.
Task Description:
Develop the initial framework of your PhD research project.
Instructions:
1. Clearly define your research topic and justify its relevance.
2. Formulate:
· one main research question;
· 2–3 sub-questions.
3. Conduct a preliminary literature review (at least 8 academic sources).
4. Identify key debates, theoretical approaches, and research gaps.
Expected Output:
Research concept paper (2,000 words)

IWS 3. Case Study Analysis in Political Science
Objective:
To apply qualitative research methods and analytical frameworks.
Task Description:
Conduct an in-depth case study analysis related to your research interests.
Instructions:
1. Select and justify a political case (country, institution, policy, or process).
2. Define the theoretical or analytical framework used.
3. Identify key actors, variables, and contextual factors.
4. Analyze the case and draw research-based conclusions.
Expected Output:
Case study paper (1,500–2,000 words)

IWS 4. Fundamentals of Research Quality: Validity and Reliability
Objective:
To understand and ensure scientific rigor in political research.
Task Description:
Analyze the concepts of validity and reliability and apply them to your research design.
Instructions:
1. Define validity and reliability in political science research.
2. Identify types of validity (internal, external, construct).
3. Discuss threats to validity and reliability in qualitative and quantitative research.
4. Explain how validity and reliability can be ensured in your PhD project.
Expected Output:
Theoretical-methodological essay (1,200–1,500 words)

IWS 5. Interval Variables and Regression Analysis
Objective:
To develop basic competence in quantitative analysis and causal reasoning.
Task Description:
Analyze the role of interval dependent and independent variables using regression logic.
Instructions:
1. Define interval-level dependent and independent variables.
2. Explain the logic of regression analysis in political science.
3. Provide a hypothetical or real research example using regression.
4. Interpret possible results and discuss limitations of regression analysis.
Expected Output:
Methodological report (1,200–1,500 words)

